[bookmark: _Hlk140243081]HUNTLEY PARISH COUNCIL MEETING

Minutes of the ordinary meeting of Huntley Parish Council held at the Village Hall, North Road, Huntley on Tuesday 5th May 2026 at 7.00pm. 
1.	WELCOME AND INTRODUCTIONS
2.      	COUNCIL RECORDED ATTENDANCE as Parish Councillors Mark Evans, Robert Watkins, Irene Walker, Charlotte Lipscombe, Jill Croxall, one member of the public. 
3. 	APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE RECEIVED – Councillors Rebbeck and Green
4.	DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST AND DISPENSATIONS - none
5.	PUBLIC SESSION – no request to address the council  
6.	MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETINGS – Council resolved that the minutes of the ordinary meeting held on 7th April 2026 form an accurate record.
7.	LEAD MEMBER REPORTS:  
A. ALLOTMENTS 
1.	Allotment Competition – Council resolved to hold a competition in July with two prizes (best overall and best newcomer since 1 April 2025). Fairview Gardener has offered to judge and sponsor the competition, Councillor Green to confirm with Fairview Gardener.  
2.	Main path accessibility – Council agreed that it has obligations under the Disability Act to look at possible solutions. Clerk to contact the Forest of Dean Allotment Society for advice. 
3.	Lock on gate at Westwick Road – Council resolved to purchase a different lock. Councillor Evans to source. The existing lock and chain will be stored in the parish council shed. 
4.	Councillor Evans to assess whether a padlock can be placed on the parish shed door as items have been taken recently. It is unknown how many people currently have a key to the shed.   
5.	Clerk to send out reminders to those who have not paid their allotment rent. There are 2 plots vacant which will be advertised. Black plastic has been purchased and will be put over these plots on Saturday 9th May. 
Councillor Evans proposed an agenda item for a community orchard in the allotments. This was previously discussed in February 2026 when Council resolved not to create an orchard. This is subject to the 6-month rule and will be re-visited in August 2026. 
B. PUBLIC RIGHTS OF WAY – Councillor Watkins has cleared briars from the footpath to the school, the allotment path and on A40 by the traffic lights on the junction of A40/A4136
Councillor Lipscombe reported that there is a padlock on a gate denying access to a PROW by Little Adams Wood. Councillor Watkins and Councillor Lipscombe to identify the footpath and provide what3words location to Clerk to report. 
C. TREES - Council resolved to approve the quote for the remaining tree work. As the quote is over the approved budget, General Reserves will be used to  fund the shortfall. 
	D. VILLAGE HALL REPRESENTATIVE – nothing to report
E. BIODIVERSITY – Councillor Croxall has strimmed the allotment path by the   fence. Kilmaha to be reminded to strim the grass up to the fence on the allotment side. Following the request for plants, a few plants have been donated and planted in the allotment verge. 
F. DEFIBRILLATOR – no report
8.	ACTION PLAN – To receive the contents of the Action Plan and to agree any new actions. Outstanding Actions:
Council resolved to purchase a floral planter to be placed by the Parish Council noticeboard. This will be a trial to see how successful it is before purchasing troughs for all entry points into the parish. Clerk to obtain quotes and to apply for a street furniture licence. 
The licence costs £280 per application. The area by the noticeboards may not be suitable due to the proximity of the pavement. Clerk to obtain more details of location requirements, manufacturing materials and sizes allowed. 
9.	PLANNING APPLICATIONS – To agree responses to recent applications, to 	ratify comments made between meetings and to note decisions.
[bookmark: _Hlk150412486]A.	Received – None 
B	Responded – None   
C.	Dealt with Between Meetings –	none 
[bookmark: _Hlk150414141]D.	Decided Since Last Meeting – none
E.	Withdrawn Since Last Meeting – none
F.	Appeals – None.
G.	Enforcement – No updates 
10.	FINANCE – Council received the parish accounts, authorised payments as 	detailed and noted income	
	        

	(a)
	Statement of Accounts as of 28th April 2026
	
	

	
	Deposit Account  
	£
	11508.97

	
	Treasurers Account
	£
	16523.84

	
	Defibrillator Account (Ring Fence)
	£
	1,061.43

	
	Play Area Ringfenced Funds Account
	£
	4935.17

	(b)
	Section 137 of Local Government Act 1972   
	£
	0

	(c)
	Adverse variance to budget (>£10) 
	
	0

	(d)
	BACS Payments for Approval 
	
	

	
	GALC – training 
	£
	117.50

	
	Clerk Expenses (Apr)
	£
	36.50

	
	PATA
	£
	40.35

	
	Speria – website 
	£
	18.00

	
	Kilmaha
	£
	1040.40

	(e)
	Payments made between meetings
	
	

	
	GALC 
	£
	375.66

	
	Kilmaha – Grass cutting 
	£
	459.00

	
	Clerk Salary and HMRC 
	£
	1054.52

	
	Village Hall Hire
	£
	20.00

	
	Pet Waste – Dog waste
	£
	95.04

	(f)
	Income received since 1st April 2026 
	
	

	
	Bank Interest  
	£
	5.26

	
	Allotment Rent 
	£
	405.00

	
	Precept
	£
	16098.00

	
	Expenses: 
Printing 
Work From Home (Apr)
Mileage
	
	
6.45
26.00
4.05



11. 	POLICIES - Council resolved to adopt the Health and Safety Policy and remove the Volunteer Policy as this policy is now redundant.
	Councillor Lipscombe to compare the old and new parish council websites to ensure that all relevant information has been transferred over before the old website is removed. 
12.	NEWENT COMMUNITY DAY – Council resolved to participate and will offer a garden project. Students will be asked to weed and plant the verge by the allotments. Clerk to inform Newent School.  
13. 	PC UPDATE – Council agreed topics
14.	MEETINGS/TRAINING/SEMINARS/CONSULTATIONS – Council attended LGR and Biosphere information sessions, and the cross-parish working group. 
15.	CORRESPONDENCE – Prostrate Cancer Awareness 
16.	ITEMS FOR NEXT OR FUTURE MEETINGS –  LGR and Biosphere latest news, Reserves Policy 
17.	NEXT MEETING – Ordinary Meeting of the Council is on Tuesday 2nd June 2026 at 7pm at Huntley Village Hall 
18. 	CLOSE OF MEETING at 19:54
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