HUNTLEY PARISH COUNCIL 
BIODIVERSITY POLICY – adopted 1 July 2025 

BIODIVERSITY POLICY BACKGROUND 
In accordance with the duty imposed on town and parish councils by Section 40 of the Natural Environment and Rural Communities Act 2006, updated by Section 102 of the Environment Act 2021, Huntley Parish Council (hereinafter referred to as the Council) which has any functions exercisable in relation to England must from time to time consider what action the authority can properly take, consistently with the proper exercise of its functions, to further the general biodiversity objective. 
This duty also means that town and parish councils can spend funds in conserving biodiversity.
AIMS AND OBJECTIVES 
The object of this policy is to work towards conserving and enhancing the biodiversity of the Council’s area. 
The Council will consider sustainability, environmental impact and biodiversity when making decisions and will develop and implement policies and strategies as required. In particular, the Council will aim to improve the biodiversity of the area in the following ways: 
• consider the potential impact on biodiversity represented by planning applications.
• manage its land and property using environmentally friendly practices that will promote biodiversity.
• support residents and local organisation activities to enhance and promote biodiversity. 
ACTIONS 
Planning Applications: The Council will: 

• When commenting on planning applications, support site and building design that benefits biodiversity through the conservation and integration of existing habitats or provision of new habitats. 
• Support protection of sensitive habitats from development and will consider whether the development would mean the loss of important habitats for wildlife in respect of all applications. 
• Consider what each proposed development might make in terms of biodiversity net gain. 
Land and Property Management: The Council will: 
• consider the conservation and promotion of local biodiversity with regard to the management of its open spaces. This will include adopting beneficial practices with regarding to cutting and removal of vegetation, application of chemicals and timing of maintenance work, paying attention to the Government’s regulations for plant protection products
Local Community: The Council will: 

• Raise public awareness of biodiversity issues, including through its website and newsletters. 
• Engage with local businesses and residents regarding biodiversity in the community and how members of the community can assist and make a difference. 
• Where feasible, encourage the community to undertake biodiversity projects, for example tree planting, wildflower meadows, birdbox making. 
PARTNERS: The Council will work in partnership with other organisations to protect, promote and enhance biodiversity within the parish. 

MONITORING 
This policy is based on the model lone produced by the SLCC and was adopted on 3rd September 2024 and will be reviewed annually by the Parish Council. A summary of how the policy has been implemented will be published annually. 
ACTION PLAN
	Action
	Outcome
	When
	Activities Planned 
	Activities Completed

	Encourage residents to remove litter and pick up after their dogs
	Sustain and enhance natural habitats 

	
	
	Dog Poo signs put up on entrances to the Recreation Ground
School posters displayed around the Recreation Ground 

	Encourage residents to support biodiversity 

	Diversity of habitats to meet the needs of a variety of wildlife species 
	
	Poster promoting environmentally friendly practises and promote biodiversity on parish shed
	

	Increase biodiversity through suitable planting 

	Encourage insects, particularly butterflies and bees

	Sept/Oct
	Plant cornfield annuals on verge along the allotments behind the hedge on A40
Plant native snowdrops on same verge
Obtain and plant troughs by PC noticeboard with pollen rich flowers
	300 native daffodil bulbs planted on Byfords Road verge


	Plant trees in Recreation Ground
	Provide sources of pollen and food

	Sept/Oct
	Trees donated by GCC Tree Project
	

	Create fruit orchard
	Food source for birds and invertebrates
	Sept/Oct
	Plant fruit trees in the Allotments 
	

	Space for Wildlife
	Safe habitats for wildlife
	
	Provision of log pile in the recreation ground

Leave the grass area behind the War Memorial to see what plants grow. 
	2 hedgehog boxes placed in Recreation Ground
8 bird boxes installed on council owned trees
TPO obtained on woodland alongside Lambourne Avenue. 




