[bookmark: _Hlk140243081]HUNTLEY PARISH COUNCIL MEETING

The minutes of the meeting of Huntley Parish Council held at the Village Hall, North Road, Huntley on Tuesday 3rd March 2026 at 7.30pm. 
1.	WELCOME AND INTRODUCTIONS
2.      	COUNCIL RECORDED ATTENDANCE as Parish Councillors Jenny Green, Mark Evans, Robert Watkins, Jeremy Rebbeck, Irene Walker, District Councillors John Francis and Dave Tradgett, County Councillor Stuart Graham and 3 members of the public. 
3. 	APOLOGIES for absence received – Councillor Croxall
4.	DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST AND DISPENSATIONS – Councillor Green and Councillor Watkins for item 11
5.	PUBLIC SESSION - 
District Councillor Tradgett reported that he attended the FoDDC Local Plan consultation events at Huntley and Redmarley. The consultation ends on 18th March. Dependent on the responses, the Local Plan team may look at alternative ways of delivering the 12500 houses. Government will send  inspectors if the planned 12500 houses are not delivered, and the Unitary Authority will not have any say in where they are delivered. 
County Councillor Graham reported that the vote of no confidence failed by one vote. During the FoDDC meeting, Adrian Birch said that there had been consultation with District Councillors and Parish Councils during the production of the Local Plan, however he could not provide any evidence of this consultation. Chris McFarling gave a newspaper interview stating that the no confidence motion had failed due to lack of evidence that the FoDDC had not consulted with District Councillors and Parish Councils. 
A member of public reported that he had noticed copy and paste issues between the new council website and MS Word. Clerk to submit a support call. The same member of public also queried a planning application and whether the council had reviewed and sent in comments. 
6.	MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETINGS – Resolved that the minutes of the 	ordinary meeting held on 3rd February 2026 form an accurate record.
7.	CO-OPTION – There were two applications for the office of Parish Councillor. Both applicants were invited to address the council, following which there was a closed vote. Councillor Lipscombe was invited to join the council and signed the Acceptance of Office documentation.  
8.	LEAD MEMBER REPORTS:  
A. ALLOTMENTS –  there will be two half plots available from April. These have been offered to the residents on the waiting list
B. PUBLIC RIGHTS OF WAY – On site meeting held with PROW officer, PROW project manager, County Councillor Graham, Mr Snow and Huntley Parish Council clerk regarding DHU39, off Hinders Lane. The PROW was walked by the attendees so that the issues could be discussed. GCC PROW must ensure that DHU39 is fit for horses, bicycles, walkers and agriculture workers accessing their land, not private or commercial vehicles. It was agreed that the first step was to cut the trees and hedges that have encroached onto DHU39 so that any agriculture vehicles are not forced into the ditch. Following this, the ditch will be dug out and repaired. County Councillor offered his Highways budget to fund this work. Repairs to the surface of DHU39 will not be funded by PROW, and any repairs carried out by residents must be authorised by PROW to prevent further issues. EN/0021/26 has been opened to investigate the commercial vehicles accessing a resident’s property and damaging both the drainage ditch and DHU39, and the noise being generated by the business being run out of the property. 
C. TREES – The donated trees have been planted in the Recreation Ground. The agreed maintenance on the trees identified in the tree survey has been completed. 
D. VILLAGE HALL REPRESENTATIVE – The Village Hall AGM is on 25th March
	E. BIODIVERSITY - no report 
F. DEFIBRILLATOR – The Defibrillator was removed from the cabinet twice in one day but had not been used. Councillor Green to find out why the defibrillator is not registered on local maps
9.	ACTION PLAN – Received the contents of the Action Plan and agreed new actions. New Action:
· Council to consider Action Plan Objective under Parish Attractiveness - To enhance the visual appeal of the parish through the installation and maintenance of floral planters or verges at parish signage points. 
Council resolved to purchase a trough to be placed by the Parish Council noticeboard. This will be a trial to see how successful it is before purchasing troughs for all of the entry points into the parish. Clerk to obtain quotes and to apply for a street furniture licence. 
10.	PLANNING APPLICATIONS – Agreed responses to recent applications, 	ratified comments made between meetings and noted decisions.
[bookmark: _Hlk150412486]A.	Received – 
P0143/26/LBC Removal of wooden trellis and modern metal gate on western entrance side of "Old Rectory" with replacement by a pair of metal gates that match the style of the approved metal gates on the eastern side of "The Old Rectory". The Old Rectory, Main Road, Huntley. Council supports this application 


B	Responded – 
P0085/26/TPO Fell 1 x Oak Tree covered by A2 of Tree Preservation Order DFTPO 68. Huntley Manor, Newent Lane, Huntley. Council objected to the application. 
C.	Dealt with Between Meetings –	P0072/26/LBC Installation of an underground reinforced concrete root barrier within the driveway, The Old Rectory, Main Road, Huntley. Council supports this application. 
[bookmark: _Hlk150414141]D.	Decided Since Last Meeting – P1461/25/FUL Demolition of existing Conservatory and erection of single storey extension, The Cottage, Main Road. Consent given – ‘the proposed rear extension will not result in overlooking of neighbouring properties and will not harm the character, setting, or appreciation of the adjoining listed building. The development is considered to preserve the character and appearance of the site and the wider area’. 
	E.	Withdrawn Since Last Meeting – None.
F.	Appeals – None.
G.	Enforcement – The Enforcement Officer has visited the property regarding the breach of planning conditions for P0971/25/FUL, 21 Lambourne Avenue. . 
EN/0021/26 has been opened for Baytree Farm, Huntley Hill 
11.	FINANCE - To receive the parish accounts, authorise payments as 	detailed, note income, spend against budget and reconciliation 	
	        

	(a)
	Statement of Accounts as at 24th February 2026
	
	

	
	Deposit Account  
	£
	10,837.08

	
	Treasurers Account
	£
	1,637.92

	
	Defibrillator Account
	£
	1,060.57

	
	Play Area Ringfenced Funds Account
	£
	1062.27

	(b)
	Section 137 of Local Government Act 1972   
	£
	47.50       

	(c)
	Adverse variance to budget (>£10) 
	
	0

	(d)
	BACS Payments for Approval 
	
	

	
	Clerk Overtime (Feb)
	£
	256.00

	
	Clerk Expenses (Feb)
	£
	48.01

	
	HMRC (Mar)
	£
	115.13

	
	Clerk Wages (Mar)
	£
	405.58 

	
	Village Hall
	£
	20.00

	
	Safety4Signs – new allotment sign
	£
	31.21

	(e)
	Payments made between meetings
	
	

	
	TrunkArb – Tree maintenance 
	£
	2,508.00

	
	R Watkins – Bus Shelter cleaning
	£
	312.00

	
	R Watkins – cleaning materials 
	£
	11.97

	
	J Green – Chair allowance 
	£
	80.00

	
	Clerk Overtime (Jan)
	£
	299.60

	
	Clerk Expenses (Jan)
	£
	46.28

	
	HMRC (Jan)
	£
	114.93

	
	Clerk Wages (Feb)
	£
	405.78 

	
	Village Hall Hire
	£
	20.00

	
	Pet Waste – Dog waste
	£
	160.08

	
	Police & Crime Commissioner 
	£
	16.80

	
	Ultra Vision – annual charge 
	£
	90.00

	
	Bank Charges 
	£
	4.25

	
	Parish Online – new website 
	£
	300.00

	(f)
	Income received since 1st February 2026 
	
	

	
	Bank Interest  
	£
	5.86

	
	JBRT Development – donation 
	£
	100.00

	
	Expenses: 
Printing 
Work From Home (Feb)
Postage & Stamps
Fungi for trees 
	£
	
6.20 
26.00
8.66
7.15



12. 	FOREST OF DEAN LOCAL PLAN – Council reviewed comments received from councillors. Clerk to produce the submission and post on council website.  
13.	ASSERTION 10 PREPARATIONS
A 	WEBSITE The new website has been created www.huntleyparishcouncil.gov.uk 
Councillor Evans has given some comments to the Clerk to action. 
B	COUNCIL EMAIL ADDRESS – New clerk email is clerk@huntleyparishcouncil.gov.uk The existing email will continue to be monitored for 12 months. 
C	DATA MAPPING – Council noted the updated data map
D	GDPR Training – Councillors Green, Walker, Evans and Lipscombe signed the training plan log to confirm the slide pack had been read or formal training had been completed.  Councillors Watkins, Rebbeck and Croxall to complete by the next meeting
E	DATA PROTECTION POLICY – Council resolved to adopt the policy 
14.	STANDING ORDERS – Council resolved to adopt the updated standing orders 
STAFFING COMMITTEE – Council resolved to accept the recommendations of the committee.  
The salary for the clerk’s role to be in the range of SCP 18 to SCP 23. Current clerk’s salary to be increased to SCP 21. 
Clerk’s contracted hours to be increased to 12 hours per week 
Overtime for exceptional activity only and to be authorised by the Chair 
Council resolved to reduce admin time, Councillor Evans will print the meeting pack for Councillor Watkins. 
15. 	PC UPDATE – Council agreed topics
MEETINGS – Council agreed the date for the annual meeting of the Council as 5th May 2026 at 6.30pm. Council resolved to continue with meetings on the first Tuesday of the month but with a revised start time of 7pm. 
16.	MEETINGS/TRAINING/SEMINARS/CONSULTATIONS 
Councillors Walker and Croxall attended FVAF workshops discussing the FoD  biosphere 
Local Government Consultation for town and parish councils is open until 26 March. There is a webinar on 5th March at 6pm for clerks and councillors. Councillor Walker and the clerk to attend and then decide if a meeting is required. 
17.	CORRESPONDENCE – LGR consultation, National Grid Electricity stakeholder workshops, Mitcheldean Community Library  
18.	ITEMS FOR NEXT OR FUTURE MEETINGS –  End of year financial position 
19.	NEXT MEETING – Confirmed as Tuesday 7th April 2026 at Huntley Village Hall at 7pm
The annual meeting of the council will take place on 5th May 2026 at 7pm, followed by an ordinary meeting of the council  
20. 	CLOSE OF MEETING at 21.09 
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