[bookmark: _Hlk140243081]HUNTLEY PARISH COUNCIL MEETING

Minutes of the meeting of Huntley Parish Council held at the Village Hall, North Road, Huntley on Tuesday 2nd December 2025 at 7.30pm. 
1.	WELCOME AND INTRODUCTIONS
2.      	COUNCIL RECORDED ATTENDANCE as Parish Councillors Jenny Green, Jill Croxall, Mark Evans, Tim Hill, Robert Watkins, Irene Walker, District Councillors John Francis, and Dave Tradgett. There were no members of the public. 
3. 	APOLOGIES for absence received from Councillor Rebbeck
4.	DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST AND DISPENSATIONS – Councillor Watkins regarding Agenda Item 10
5.	PUBLIC SESSION District Councillor Tradgett reported thawwwws32w21wewdsat the Local Government Reorganisation is taking up a lot of time. The overpayment of council tax by some residents was caused by two sets of software running. The Empty Home strategy is being reviewed, and a studying being conducted to see why homes are empty and not being used. FoDDC has not got the funds to buy them if the owner can be found. 
District Councillor Francis reported that, under Local Government Reorganisation (LGR), the proposed neighbourhood committees will each represent 15,000–20,000 residents, resulting in two or three committees for the Forest of Dean. With up to 40 members per committee, this structure may prove impractical. The Forest of Dean District Council (FoDDC) has approved Local Plan options 1 and 4. A meeting in January 2026 will determine the proposed locations for the required settlements, with Redmarley and Churcham under consideration. Additionally, the Joint Core Strategy for Tewkesbury, Gloucester, and Cheltenham include a proposal for 2,000 new dwellings at Highnam.
The cross-parish group of councils affected by the possible settlement at Redmarley and Churcham has engaged lawyers to review whether there is a case to request a judicial review of the Local Plan consultation process. Parish Councils affected will be asked to contribute funds towards this. This will be s137 funds and so will need to be agreed by each parish council. 
6.	MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETINGS – Council resolved that the minutes of the ordinary meeting held on 4th November form an accurate record.
7.	LEAD MEMBER REPORTS:  
A. PLAY AREA – The roundabout wet pour surface is still covered in algae due to the leaky guttering on the village hall. The contractor has not repaired the wet pour surface under the slide as requested. Clerk to prompt. 
B. ALLOTMENTS – report submitted. Clerk to remind some plot holders to cut the path. A pile of evergreen and wood chippings has been left by the council shed. If not removed by 10th December, it will be assumed that it has been fly tipped and offered to plot holders. Council resolved to increase the rent in April 2026 to £15 per half plot and £30 for a full plot. 
C. PUBLIC RIGHTS OF WAY – footbridge on DHU 15 has been reported to PRoW as it is dangerous. Footpath DHU 53 needs clearing and has also been reported. 
D. TREES – Council resolved to proceed with the identified work and quote provided. 
E. VILLAGE HALL REPRESENTATIVE – the plans for the patio will be sent to the parish council for comment. 
	F. BIODIVERSITY – nothing to report.
G. DEFIBRILLATOR – Council discussed whether to apply for a grant for another defibrillator. Councillor Green to see whether it could be placed by Morrisons on A40. The pads on the defibrillator at the village hall are out of date but the British Heart Foundation has confirmed that they can still be used as only the stickiness of the pad is affected. 
8.	ACTION PLAN – Council reviewed the Action Plan and agreed actions. 
9.	PLANNING APPLICATIONS – To agree responses to recent applications, to 	ratify comments made between meetings and to note decisions.
[bookmark: _Hlk150412486]A.	Received – none 
B	Responded – None
C.	Dealt with Between Meetings –	none 
[bookmark: _Hlk150414141]D.	Decided Since Last Meeting – none
	E.	Withdrawn Since Last Meeting – None.
F.	Appeals – None.
10.	FINANCE – Council received the parish accounts, authorised payments as detailed, noted income, spend against budget and reconciliation 	
	        

	(a)
	Statement of Accounts as of 22nd November 2025
	
	

	
	Deposit Account  
	£
	10805.51

	
	Treasurers Account
	£
	9284.15

	
	Defibrillator Account
	£
	1,136.96

	
	Play Area Ringfenced Funds Account
	£
	1060.74

	(b)
	Section 137 of Local Government Act 1972   
	£
	25.00       

	(c)
	Adverse variance to budget (>£10) 
	
	0

	(d)
	BACS Payments for Approval 
	
	

	
	PATA salary processing 
	£
	37.35

	
	Clerk Expenses (Nov)
	£
	30.00

	
	Pet Waste – Dog fouling
	£
	47.52

	
	E Tustin – Signs for Recreation Ground 
	£
	85.71

	
	HMRC (Dec)
	£
	114.93

	
	Clerk Wages (Dec)
	£
	405.58 

	
	R. Watkins - Handyman (9 months)
	£
	936.00

	
	Village Hall
	
	20.00

	(e)
	Payments made between meetings
	
	

	
	SLCC subscription 
	£
	75.00

	
	Clerk Overtime (Oct)
	£
	299.60

	
	Clerk Expenses (Oct)
	£
	32.50

	
	HMRC (Nov)
	£
	101.40

	
	Clerk Wages (Nov)
	£
	507.18 

	
	Pet Waste – Dog Fouling
	£
	47.52

	
	Heartbeat Trust – defibrillator pads
	£
	77.94

	
	Pet Waste – Waste Transfer Certificate
	£
	36.00

	
	Bank charges
	£
	4.25

	
	Village Hall
	£
	20.00

	
	Kilmaha – Grass cutting
	£
	1020.00

	
	TrunkArb – Tree survey
	£
	780.00

	
	R Watkins – Fence repairs
	£
	20.24

	(f)
	Income received since 1st November 2025
	
	

	
	Bank Interest
	£
	6.44

	
	Expenses: 
Printing 
Work From Home (Nov)

	
	
4.00
26.00



11. 	BUDGET 2026/2027 – Council resolved to accept the budget for 2026/27 and the precept increase of £7000. Proposed by Councillor Croxhall, Seconded by Councillor Walker and agreed unanimously. 
12. 	WEBSITE – Council resolved to engage Parish Online for the new website. 
13. 	GENERAL POWER OF COMPETENCE – Council confirmed the criteria had been met and resolved to adopt GPoC. 
14. 	RECREATION GROUND AGM – Council resolved to hold the AGM on 3rd February 2026 at 7pm in the village hall. 
15. 	FUND RAISING – Council resolved to set up a 100 Club with the first draw planned for April 2026 dependant on licence being obtained. 
At 2130, Council resolved to continue the meeting as per Standing Orders 
16.	STAFFING COMMITTEE – Council resolved to create a committee , accepted the ToR and appointed Councillors Croxhall, Walker and Evans as its members. 
17. 	PC UPDATE – Council agreed topics
18.	MEETINGS/TRAINING/SEMINARS/CONSULTATIONS – Councillor Green attended the cross-parish meeting 
19.	CORRESPONDENCE – FoDDC media on LGR
20.	ITEMS FOR NEXT OR FUTURE MEETINGS – criteria for 30mph on roads 
[bookmark: _Hlk152164749]21.	NEXT MEETING – Confirmed as 7.30pm on Tuesday 6th January            	2026 at Huntley Village Hall. 
22. 	CLOSE OF MEETING at 2153
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