[bookmark: _Hlk140243081]HUNTLEY PARISH COUNCIL MEETING

Minutes of the ordinary meeting of Huntley Parish Council held at the Village Hall, North Road, Huntley on Tuesday 2nd September 2025 at 7.30pm. 
1.	WELCOME AND INTRODUCTIONS
2.      	COUNCIL RECORDED ATTENDANCE as Parish Councillors Jenny Green, Jill Croxall, Mark Evans, Tim Hill, Irene Walker, Robert Watkins, County Councillor Stuart Graham and 4 members of the public.
3. 	APOLOGIES for absence and reasons for absences recorded. Councillor Rebbeck. 
4.	DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST AND DISPENSATIONS – Councillor Watkins declared an interest in item 10
5.	PUBLIC SESSION – A resident expressed support for the planning application concerning Pool Cottage. 
Councillor Graham spoke about the Forest of Dean biosphere which has been approved in principle by FoDDC. It will now be discussed at Gloucestershire County Council on 10th September. There are concerns that this is being rushed through without a public consultation. There are a lot of unanswered questions about how UNESCO will run this and the relationship with FoDDC. FoDDC has written to the Government regarding the housing allocation numbers. Cotswold District Council also sent a letter but has received a reply stating that the allocation still stands and so it is likely that FoDDC will receive the same response. 
6.	MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETINGS – Council resolved that the minutes of the ordinary meeting held on 5th August form an accurate record.
7.	LEAD MEMBER REPORTS:  
A. PLAY AREA – report has been circulated. Council discussed the state of the wet pour areas. It is not considered unsafe at present. Due to the lack of finances, this will be a priority in April 26.  
B. ALLOTMENTS – Plot 8a and 8b is neglected due to ill health. Councillor Watkins has offered to assist. Plot 14a is also not being worked and the shed is not considered safe. A letter will be sent to the plot holder. Plots 30b and 4a will be vacated in October. Council resolved to offer these plots to a local resident and resident in a nearby parish who are both on the waiting list. The strip of land that is alongside the allotments is overgrown. The owner has been contacted previously. 
	C. PUBLIC RIGHTS OF WAY – no report
D. TREES – Trees are struggling but nothing dangerous noted. A branch from a neighbouring garden has fallen onto the recreation ground. Resident to be contacted to remove.
E. VILLAGE HALL REPRESENTATIVE – the current Chair will be standing down and is likely to assist/take on the Treasurer role. The events programme is under review due to lack of time available by committee members to plan and assist with them. 
F. BIODIVERSITY – wildflower seeds have arrived. Bulbs are due later this month. A request for volunteers to form a working party on 14th September did not receive any responses. The request will be published again on Huntley Hub. The PPE has arrived and will be kept in the council shed after the working party on 14th. 
	G. DEFIBRILLATOR – monthly checks completed with no issues.
8.	ACTIONS LOG – To receive the contents of the Actions Log and agree any 	further actions.
9.	PLANNING APPLICATIONS – To agree responses to recent applications, to 	ratify comments made between meetings and to note decisions.
[bookmark: _Hlk150412486]A.	Received – 
P0877/25/FUL - Pool Cottage, Main Road, Huntley – Erection of a single storey commercial garage/workshop/storage. Council resolved to refuse the application. 
Discharge of Condition 11 (Construction Ecological Management Plan) relating to planning permission P0296/23/FUL - Deep Filling Cottage Hinders Lane Huntley – no comments will be submitted. 
P0971/25/FUL - 21 Lambourne Avenue, Huntley. Installation of Bundco oil tank in front garden to replace existing oil tank (submitted as a result of an enforcement order) Council resolved to support the application. 
B	Responded – None
C.	Dealt with Between Meetings –	 None
[bookmark: _Hlk150414141]D.	Decided Since Last Meeting – None.  
	E.	Withdrawn Since Last Meeting – None.
F.	Appeals – None.
G.	Enforcement Issues – No updates. 
H.	NDP – No report  	
10.	FINANCE – Council received the parish accounts, authorised payments as 	detailed, noted income, spend against budget and reconciliation 	
	        

	(a)
	Statement of Accounts as of 23rd August 2025
	
	

	
	Deposit Account  
	£
	12,547.14

	
	Treasurers Account
	£
	750.00

	
	Defibrillator Account
	£
	1,135.17

	
	Play Area Ringfenced Funds Account
	£
	60.52

	(b)
	Section 137 of Local Government Act 1972   
	
	25.00       

	(c)
	Adverse variance to budget (>£10) 
	
	0

	(d)
	BACS Payments for Approval 
	
	

	
	Clerk Overtime 
	£
	344.40

	
	Clerk Expenses (Aug)
	£
	63.01

	
	HMRC (Sep)
	£
	96.60 

	
	Clerk Wages (Sep)
	£
	483.54 

	
	Bank Charges
	£
	4.25

	
	GAPTC GDPR Training (Cllr Evans)
	
	17.00

	
	Pet Waste – Dog fouling
	
	95.04

	(e)
	Payments made between meetings
	
	

	
	Bank Charges
	£
	4.25

	
	Pet Waste – Dog fouling
	
	43.20

	
	Clerk Expenses (Jul)
	
	32.55

	
	Clerk Wages (Aug)
	
	483.54

	
	HMRC
	
	96.80

	
	Clerk Overtime 
	
	229.60

	
	Robert Watkins – cleaning materials
	
	4.00

	
	Village Hall hire 
	
	40.00

	(f)
	Income received since 1st August 2025
	
	

	
	Bank Interest
	£
	9.53

	
	Expenses: 
Printing 
Work From Home (Aug)
Play area Sign 
	
	
4.60
26.00
32.41



11.	WEBSITE – .gov.uk emails and website mandatory by 31 March 2026. Clerk to 	contact Parish Online. Ongoing.    
12.	THE STOCKS – Work on preserving the stock will start in September.   
13.	VERGES – No update from Bovis Homes and Persimmons. 
14.	VOLUNTEER POLICY – ALLOTMENT VERGE – Council resolved to adopt the policy which covers the working party. A full volunteer policy will be produced in due course. 
15.	EXTERNAL AUDIT – Council received an update. PKF Littlejohn has raised some ‘except for’ matters (qualifications) subject to sign off from an Engagement Lead: Trust fund transactions were not excluded from the PC figures, and the risk management policy and register was not in place by 31 March 25, 
Council were aware of the trust fund issues and the internal auditor had written to PKF Littlejohn regarding this. The risk management policy and register are now in place and were adopted in June 25.
16.	READ WITH ME GRANT REQUEST – Council resolved not to provide any funding due to the financial position of the council at this time
17.	THERMAL CAMERA LOAN – Clerk to gauge interest from the Luncheon Group, Tea & Chat, Knit and Knatter and the Friday Group.  
18.	WINTER ACTION PLAN – Council resolved to adopt the plan. This will now be sent to GCC Highways.  
19. 	PC UPDATE – Council agreed topics
20.	MEETINGS/TRAINING/SEMINARS/CONSULTATIONS – Forest of Dean Parish and Town Council Partnership Workshop, Newent Pavillion on 29th September, 5,30-7,30pm. Council resolve that the Clerk and Councillor Walker will attend.  
The Clerk and Councillor Evans held discussions with Newent & Gorsley Youth FC and reached an agreement permitting the football club to hire the recreation ground for Saturday morning matches.
21.	CORRESPONDENCE – circulated
22.	ITEMS FOR NEXT OR FUTURE MEETINGS – Council Action Plan, Budget 26/27, two policies for review
[bookmark: _Hlk152164749]23.	NEXT MEETING – To be confirmed as 7.30pm on Tuesday 7th October         	2025 at Huntley Village Hall. 
24. 	MEETING CLOSED AT 9.25PM. 
As per Standing orders, Council resolved to continue the meeting in order to complete the business. 
EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC – Press and public were excluded for the remainder of the meeting. 
25. 	TREE SURVEY TENDER RESPONSES – Council review responses for the tree survey and follow on work. TrunkArb were selected as the preferred supplier. 
26. 	MEETING CLOSED AT 9.38PM
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