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Minutes of the extraordinary meeting of Huntley Parish Council held at the Village Hall, North Road, Huntley on Monday 2nd June 2025 at 7.00pm. 
1.	WELCOME AND INTRODUCTIONS
2.      	COUNCIL RECORDED ATTENDANCE as Parish Councillors Jenny 	Green, Jill Croxall, Mark Evans, Tim Hill, Irene Walker and Robert Watkins, 
3. 	APOLOGIES for absence and acceptance of reasons for absences 	recorded. None
4.	DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST AND DISPENSATIONS. Councillor Watkins 	declared an interest due to his involvement with Huntley FC. 
5.	PUBLIC SESSION – there were no members of the public present  
6.	RECREATION GROUND – Council discussed its position regarding the hire of 	the football pitch as the parish council has received a request from two youth 	football clubs.  
	Huntley FC currently use the football pitch on a Saturday afternoon. Highnam 	U12 girls, U12 boys and U13 boys would like to hire the pitch on Saturday and 	Sunday mornings. Newent & Gorsley U16 would like to use the pitch also on a 	Saturday morning. 
	The parish council would like to support Huntley FC as the local team, plus 	Highnam FC youth teams as, due to the lack of youth teams at Huntley FC, 	children from Huntley play for Highnam FC. 
	The football pitch gets very wet in the Autumn/Winter months and needs 	improvement to the drainage to avoid games being postponed. Grants are 	available to parish councils that hire out football pitches to grassroots teams. 	The parish council would like to take advantage of these grants which will 	increase the availability of the pitch, benefitting all teams.
[bookmark: _GoBack]	Huntley FC do not pay a hire fee for the football pitch, whereas other teams do 	so. Due to the increased costs of maintaining the Recreation Ground, including 	the football pitch, the parish council discussed the need to charge a fee for the 	hire of the football pitch for all teams that use it. This was put to a vote, with 	the Chair requesting a recorded vote. Council resolved to charge a hiring 	fee for the football pitch for all teams that use it. Voted for – Councillors 	Green, Walker, Croxhall, Hill and Evans. Voted against Councillor Evans.
	The hiring fee was discussed. The fee has remained at £16 per hire since 2013. 	A hire fee of £20 was proposed. This was put to a recorded vote. Voted for – 	Councillors Green, Walker, Croxhall, Hill. Voted against – Councillor Evans. 	Abstained Councillor Watkins. Council resolved to charge £20 per hire of 	the football pitch. 
	Teams hiring the pitch, other than Huntley FC, will need to bring their own nets, 	line marker with paint and goal posts. A discount of the hire fee was discussed 	for Huntley FC on the proviso that other teams could use the goal posts, nets 	and line marker. The paint would be provided by the team. A discount of £4 	per hire was 	proposed. This was put to a recorded vote. Voted for – Councillors 	Green, Walker, Watkins, Croxhall, Hill. Voted against Councillor Evans. 	Council resolved to offer a discounted hire fee of £16 to Huntley FC on 	the condition that the goal posts, nets and line marker could be used 	by other teams. 
	To avoid any damage to the football pitch, a pitch inspection will take place 	every week, potentially on a Friday evening, involving all 	managers/representative of the teams playing that weekend.  The parish 	council clerk will be 	informed of the decision. 
	At the start of the football season, the clerk will create a diary of the fixtures for 	each team hiring the pitch. This will be updated monthly by the football teams 	hiring the pitch. 
	All hirers of the football pitch will sign a contract. 
	It was noted that the hire of the changing rooms in the village hall would be a 	separate agreement between the football club and the village hall committee. 
7. 	MEETING CLOSED AT 8.19PM
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NDP Steering Group Update, August 2024
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